


What is it?
An innovative new training series 

from Wisdom Works & Youth 
Specialties designed to help 

parents come together to seek 
Godly responses to the complex 
challenges of being parents in 
today’s world. This 2-3 hour 

seminar (depending on the format 

you choose) gives biblical principles 
and practical tools parents can use 
to help address complex questions 

such as: 



How do I initiate spiritual conversations 
with them? 

How do I help my children engage culture?

How much do I protect them from it?

How do I educate them to be 
discerning and wise?

How can I be a better Godly example? 



Who is it for?
Christian parents with 
children of any age, no 

matter where their 
family is currently at on 
their spiritual journey



Who developed it?

Mark Matlock, nationally known 

speaker, author and founder of 

WisdomWorks Ministries has 

spent nearly 20 years helping 

youth pastors, students, and 

their parents navigate youth 

culture, biblical wisdom and 

faith. Mark is passionate about 

seeing families across the 

country transformed by God.



Who leads it?

Ministry leaders with years of experience and a 

commitment to helping families grow in Christ together

Each presenter has gone through extensive training for the 
purpose of serving and resourcing families

(regional presenter’s bio next page)



Who leads it?
Western Canadian Region--

Shawn McKnight- recently served the past 3+ years as high school pastor at 
Northview Community Church in Abbotsford, BC.   New to the Real World Parents 
speakers network, Shawn brings over 16 years of middle/high school ministry 
experience, with the past 9 years of pastoral ministry in Ontario and BC.  

Married to Amy (9 years) and blessed with 3 
awesome children (Olivia, Braden, Julia), 
Shawn’s desire is to constantly grow in wisdom 
and godliness as a parent & pastor in the 
changing tides of our culture.  Shawn considers 
it an honor to humbly serve your church family, 
as he firmly believes our role as parents is of 
utmost importance in the spiritual, relational 
and social formation of young people today.



What does it cost?
Hosting church pays $400*, which includes 
40 participant guides, as well as covering 
presenter’s honorarium. [additional 
notebooks can be purchased for $5 each]. 

Also includes 6 week follow-up curriculum

*additional mileage/transportation costs may be required.  

Please refer to host contract for info

Churches may choose to charge $5-10 per 
person/couple, or absorb all costs and make 
the event free to attendees

*If finances are a concern, please don’t let 
that inhibit you from providing this 

ministry…we can make it work for you!*



What does the training provide?

Realistic, practical next steps, not cheesy ideas that 
teenagers will roll their eyes at

A deeper look at the Biblical principles of parenting, 
and how to apply them

How to build trust, independence, proper 
boundaries and wise decision-making 

Ideas for how families can integrate faith into their 
everyday lives



Vision of how God wants to use each family to bring 
His love and generosity to their neighborhood

Reframes the local church as a resource that 
supports the entire family

Follow up web site with free resources to help 
pastors and parents go beyond the seminar



Each church that hosts a seminar is also provided 
with a six week follow-up discussion curriculum 
with video intros.  This can be used in adult 
Sunday school, small groups, or continued Parent 
connections to further the participation of parents 
as they apply the principles of the seminar.

Follow-Up  Resource



Session 1 OVERVIEW- What Story Are   
We Living In?

This section takes a look at the 
basic beliefs we have about our 
children and the world today, and 
how this story impacts the way 
we parent. We also examine 
several strategies Christian 
parents utilize to navigate the 
world, which can often contrast 
with Christ’s message to engage 
and transform the world.



Help in understanding what is really happening 

in our culture by looking at the latest statistics  

on marriage, sexual choices, suicide, 

adolescent crime, drug abuse, tobacco use, 

and binge drinking (all Canadian stats!)

Session 1 OVERVIEW (con’t)

Also looks at three 

new findings from the 

National Study of 

Youth and Religion

that identify the key 

ingredients to helping 

kids become 

spiritually healthy



Helping our families walk 

in God’s storyline by 

rewarding, admiring, and 

financially supporting the 

right things: 

understanding and

knowing God, being 

known for kindness,

justice and right living

Session 2 OVERVIEW- Changing the   
Story We Live In



Finding ourselves in a BIGGER STORY

Session 2 OVERVIEW (con’t)



Session 2 OVERVIEW (con’t)

ISOLATING from the World

REGULATING the World’s influence

AGREEING with the world

TRANSFORM the World

What if we re-directed our focus to help our children:

Ways we often approach parenting, that turn out 

to be less-than-effective:



TWO WAYS KIDS
ACQUIRE WISDOM:

1. Direct exposure to their 
environment

2. Through a human 
mediator

Session 3 OVERVIEW- Wisdom: Walking in  
God’s Storyline

Helps parents look at the way 
God’s wisdom is formed in their 

children and how they can nurture 
a heart that follows after God.



Personal Assessment Tool

Session 3 OVERVIEW (con’t)


