
 

                     

                           HOT BUTTON QUESTIONS ARCHIVES 

**Unless otherwise noted, these Q & A’s are selected weekly from the Real Life Answers section of Homeword 

Q: I love my Dad, but his attitude @ home is so frustrating! 

A: This question was written by a teen who is frustrated that her dad comes home every night, plops into 
from of the TV, and disengages from the rest of the family.  She, and her brothers, need a dad to play with, 
talk to...and mom needs a husband to help with parenting the kids, and leading the family spiritually and in 
discipline.  The entire family just desires to have their dad present in their home lives.  It can be extremely 
frustrating to everyone in the family when a family member is ONLY there physically...but not at all present in 
any other manner.  It's a challenge to parents to be physically, relationally, emotionally and spiritually active 
in their kids lives.  It's also a challenge to kids to do the same, and for parents and kids to be available and 
take interest in each others lives...both @ home and outside the home.  You can check out the answer given 
by Dr. Burns on his Real Life Answers site here.  **In light of the recent video that's gone viral on Youtube- 
Facebook Parenting: For the Troubled Teen, I think we can lump that scenario into the above question of the 
week.  How do you feel about the way this dad went about 'venting' his frustration?  No doubt he had just 
cause to be ticked, but would Jesus give him a thumbs up for tough love parenting, or a thumbs down for 
creating additional issues to address?  If you were Hannah, how would you react to your dad's facebook rant? 
 What hope is there that the frustration experienced by both parties can turn into a healthy ending to this 
story?  If Tommy & Hannah Jordan had read Ephesians 6:1-4 before this whole situation blew up, is it 
probable that things might have turned out different? 

Q: My mom is a lesbian and I really worry she is going to go to hell.  Can you help me understand this? 

A: check out this response from Dr. Jim Burns...I agree 100% and thought he responded with care, tact and 

truth!  What do you think? 

 Q: I've been dating an amazing girl for a while now (about 9 months). We're both strong Christians, have 

been close friends since we were kids and I've never been happier in a relationship. So, my question is this: 

How do you know when you've found "the one" for you? 

A: In terms of dating/sexuality/relationships, this question is one of the top ones asked by teens.  There's no 

instant answer or 'test' you can come up with, but there are some additional questions you can ponder.  The 

bottom line is, if you're a committed Christ-follower, does this relationship honor Christ, and if so, do you 

have the blessing of both parents?  If the answer is no to either of those questions, you'll have some tough 

decisions to focus on, and to be honest, it's not an easy road to travel.  I could write a small book on this 

topic, but for a much quicker and condensed response, check this out from Jim Burns' Real Life Answers 

Q: When it comes to learning about God, my youth group is starving...what should I do? 

A:  This is a pretty deep, and likely common question.  There could be a myriad of reasons why this person 

feels this way...whether it stems from leadership, students...or within the individual themself.  The easy 

solution would be to buy into the 'grass is greener somewhere else' notion...that if things aren't going to 

spec where you're at...then go somewhere that it is (or perceived to be).  But the right thing to do would be 

to address your feelings with the youth pastor, and commit to praying for the group...for Holy Spirit to break 

through some areas, and for revival to come.  So in saying all that...here's this week's answer from Dr. Jim 

Burns 

http://www.homeword.com/
http://www.homeword.com/love-frustrating-rl-a-29-t-8_259.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kl1ujzRidmU
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%206:1-4&version=NLT
http://passengershawn.files.wordpress.com/2011/01/real-life-answers.pdf
http://www.homeword.com/know-when-youve-found-rl-a-9-t-8_256.html
http://www.homeword.com/when-comes-learning-about-youth-group-starving-rl-a-183-t-0_8_173.html


 

 

Q: I sometimes hurt myself intentionally...is there something wrong with me?  

A:  Before I pass you onto Jim Burns' RLA page for this week's question, I want you to know a few things; 

 you're not alone 

 there is help...Your Story, Mercy Ministries are among some great communities of resource   

 there's likely a habitual pattern, issue, emotion that hasn't been dealt with, and that is what triggers 
these tendancies...so no...there's nothing wrong with you...it's something within you...past or 
present conditions that needs attention, love and care 

 you have incredible worth, value and purpose in the eyes of God!! 

 there is a way through 
 

If you, or someone you know, is struggling with cutting/SI (self mutilation), they should seek immediate 
counsel from a pastor and/or counselor (preferably a clinical Christian professional).  The harm we can cause 
to our bodies generally comes from an incorrect view of ourselves, and of our incredible and personal value 
to God.  A personal relationship with Jesus Christ and a proper understanding of His love is the only true 
path to complete healing!  The important thing is that you are willing to open up and talk...to bring someone 
you can trust into the conversation, and then be open to allowing healing to begin through professional 
help...and ultimately, through Christ Jesus! 

You can read Dr. Jim Burns answer to this week's question here. (not sure how the pic of the guy & girl 
with the umbrella correlates to this topic...but oh well!) 

Q:  Why does God Allow Innocent People to Suffer? 

A: With the almost daily news of some level of disaster, war, accidents, murders that are happening in 
our world, this question will likely resonate with all of us in a profound way.  When watching or reading 
the news one cannot help but to feel for the people affected by pain, loss and turmoil.  And if you 
personally know and care about someone experiencing hurt and pain, it can sometimes be worse than 
going through the hurt yourself because we want to enter into someone's pain and walk with them, 
provide some answers and help them through the situation.  It's a tough thing trying to shed some light 
on a subject that, if we're honest, most of us really have no clue about...why do bad things happen to 
good people?  I wrote about the Japan earthquake and tsunami when it happened, and tried to make 
some level of sense of the chaos that emerged from that horrific event. 

But in the end, most of us just try to wrap things together into some kind of neat and tidy explanation, 
and hope that the person(s) we're talking with gain some kind of peace and trust in it all.  So this 
week's Hot Button question dives into the question of suffering, trust and the sovereignty of God.  
It's often not easy to comprehend, but our suffering can actually give us a glimpse into the very heart of 
God, and draw us closer to God as we understand and somewhat relate to Christ's suffering . Tragedy, 
pain, loss, suffering are all opportunities for us to trust God, as the bible says "trust in the LORD with all 
your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will 
make your paths straight" (Proverbs 3:5-6). God asks us to trust at all times, not just when we're in a 
good place. 

So with that, here's this week's Hot Button Q & A...this time from ChristianAnswers.net's Teen Q's 
section. 

Q: Our 16-year-old daughter is pregnant, and her boyfriend and his family are pressuring her into getting 
an abortion. Our family is against abortion. What should we do?  

http://www.yourstory.info/
http://www.mercyministries.ca/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NEv2r40X354&feature=related
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/First%20Corinthians%2010.13
http://www.homeword.com/sometimes-hurt-myself-intentionally-rl-a-206-t-8_175.html
http://www.christiananswers.net/q-eden/edn-t023.html
http://www.christiananswers.net/menu-ay1.html
http://www.christiananswers.net/menu-ay1.html


 

 

A:  Although this question is aimed towards parents, I included it in the Youth Culture section because I 
think it's a very key question, and relevant to the core of the beliefs/worldview of teens/adults.  Dr. Jim 
Burns addresses this question from the prerspective of both a parent, and a pastor, and affirms the 
whirlwind of emotions that would be encountered on both spectrums.  Here's his response 

Q: I was emotionally abused as a child, and now I find myself becoming an abuser.  I'm a Christian and 
know I shouldn't behave this way...what should I do? 

A: I can't imagine what kinds of emotions and triggers you have had to deal with, but I do know it's very 
real, scary and can seemingly overwhelm your ability to cope.  The mere fact that someone like yourself 
is willing to want to talk about this is a huge step in the right direction.  If you need help, the advice from 
Dr. Burns will be helpful, as well as Canadian (if from Canada) resources such as Focus, and Power to 
Change.  And now Dr. Burns response 

Q:  I've been told that I shouldn't listen to any 'non-Christian' music because its evil and from the 

devil...is this true?  

A: I've had this conversation with many students and parents over the years in youth ministry, and with 

my own kids rapidly growing and developing their own views/tastes...I'm sure I'll be having it so enough 

with them!  The bottom line is this--there is no such thing as 'Christian music'!  What I mean is...when 

you listen to music, there are no 'Christian' guitars, drums, mixing equipment, mics, etc...it's all music.  

Now what the artist chooses to sing about, and their faith connection, are strong factors as to whether or 

not they are Christian.  All music is some form of worship music, as all artist focus on something in their 

lyrics whether it's money, sex, status, culture...whatever they sing about is the object of their glory and 

affection.  

Now in saying that, not all 'Christian' music may be as Christian as you think.  I categorize "Christian' 

music like this...firstly there are groups/artists that are Christians and glorify God with their lyrics.  

Secondly, there are groups that are Christians that sign about normal things of life, and choose to glorify 

God with their lifestyle.  There is no 'style' of music that is either Christian, or 'demonic', but rather the 

nature of the lyrics, the focus of the group and the influence they draw from, and choose to draw in, are 

what determines 'good' or 'bad/evil' music. 

So there's a few cents from me...take a moment and see what Dr. Jim Burns has to say about 'non-

Christian' music. 

 

http://www.homeword.com/daughters-boyfriend-family-pressuring-into-getting-abortion-rl-a-161.html
http://www.focusas.com/Canada.html
http://powertochange.com/familylife/gethelp/counselor-list/
http://powertochange.com/familylife/gethelp/counselor-list/
http://www.homeword.com/sexually-emotionally-abused-child-become-abuser-rl-a-193-t-8_126.html
http://www.homeword.com/been-told-that-christian-music-devil-rl-a-48-t-8_257.html
http://www.homeword.com/been-told-that-christian-music-devil-rl-a-48-t-8_257.html

