
WHAT’S MAKING NEWS? 

TEEN DEMANDS SEVENTEEN MAGAZINE USES NON-PHOTOSHOPPED SPREADS   
Unfortunately we're all-too-often used to reading about teens in the news for the wrong 
reasons...well this is not one of those times!  This an inspiring article about a teen who 
approached Seventeen Magazine with a simple request; "Stop photoshopping the young models 
you put in your magazine that we young girls have to compare ourselves to!"   

AMERICAN TEENS LIVE FAST, DIE HARD   
If you thought this was somehow a plug for a new installment of the Die Hard 
franchise...sorry...but it might not be that far off from the idea!  Today's teens (both in 
US & Canada) are constantly looking for ways to push the limits...even when high risk is 
involved...actually...even more so when risk is involved.                                               

DOES FACEBOOK AFFECT STUDENTS GRADES?   
There's been plenty of headlines over the last couple years suggesting Facebook is harmful to 
the study habits of students, and has contributed to a decrease in school grades.  Well there's 
been some new research into that theory, and OnlineEducation.net has a sweet infographic to 
share the results!  Among the survey results: 92% of students use facebook, 106 minutes is 
spent on facebook per day, and the amount of time spent on FB does affect your GPA. 

                                    
TEENS STILL PREFER IRL TO TXT   
A new study from Ericsson surveyed 2000 U.S. teenagers age 13-17 to better 
understand their tech socializing habits. Despite  all of the tech gimmicks 
available to teens today, they still prefer meeting IRL (in real life) to texting (txt) 
and "liking" each others' Facebook statuses.  You can read the insightful source 
article here...it even has color infographs! 
 
 

EPIC TECH FAILS, POOP ON YOUR REMOTE, and WORLD SOCIAL MEDIA JUNKIES 

There's a new website on my awesome list, and it's called Mashable!  If you want the cultural 

scoop on pretty much anything media, this is THE place!  So check out some stats on World Social 

Network Use, the Top 10 Epic Tech Fails, and where those Tech Germs Hide! 

 

GENERATIONAL DIVIDE IN VIEWS ON HOMOSEXUALITY 

It seems every 3rd blog post out there today has something to do with 

homosexuality...or at least within the Christian culture arena.  The following is a 

post from the Youth Culture Window re: the views that Millennials and Seniors 

have towards homosexuality. 

 

IS CHEATING THE NEW TREND IN HIGH SCHOOLS? 

Cheating is been an issue with students for a long time now...but it's not 

just the students doing the cheating!  Read on 

 

                                                            ‘COMING OUT’: GAY TEENAGERS, IN THEIR OWN WORDS                                                                            

                                                               Even though our culture (especially the media & entertainment culture)  is pretty        

                                                               void of sound morals, character and absolute truth, it's still somewhat risky to  

                                                               come out and proclaim "I'm gay."   We've seen a fair share of celebrities come out  

                                                               lately (Clay Aiken, Anderson Cooper, Jonathan Knight), and here in Canada there  

                                                               seems to be a weekly protest or rally spear-headed by the pro- 
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                                                               gay/LGTB community.  But what about teens?  What does the average teen think  

                                                               about the issue of homosexuality?  Many teens still have anti-gay attitudes, and 

man others have either a pro-gay, or at least a tolerance of those who live and promote that lifestlye.  The New York 

Times recently ran an online series called Coming Out, and profiles many coming out stories, as well as the specific 

perspective of teens.   I haven't posted this because I'm trying to endorse the LGBT message, but rather to inform you 

as to what our society, especially teens, is thinking about the topic of homosexuality.  If you want to know my 

personal views, you can check out my Born This Way? post I did back in February.  My hope is that, after reading 

through this, you'll be more aware of the perception among society, and to spark conversations among Christian 

believers, as well as those within the gay/same-sex attraction community. 

SEXTING: STORIES OF ACCEPTANCE & ALTERED LIVES 
In the ever-changing world of youth culture, just when you think you've got a pretty  
good grasp on things, yet another topic of issue emerges from the depths of pre-
adolecence.  Sexting, although not 'new', is still a relatively 'younger' term in culture, 
and has been in use about since '05.  Not-to-be confined to a specific age 
demographic, sexting has a strong & divisive allure for many youth 13+ in North 
America.  In most cases the scenario goes something like this...  (you can read the 
rest of the post here) 
 

 
THE ROLE OF YOUTH IN SOCIETY    
Throughout history youth have played a significant role in the cultural 
landscape.  As much as adults have tried to control youth because they represent 
the future, young people often push back by trying to create their own world 
separate from their parents.  Filmmaker Matt Wolf and writer Jon Savage reflect 
on the history of youth in times of crisis in this NY Times short video feature. 

 
 

LIFE AFTER YOUTH GROUP 
What does a high school senior, or any teenager for that matter, need to know 
about life post-youth group?  The Fuller Youth Institute asked a few youth 
pastors to share what they would say to a high school student about life after youth 
group...then created this short 2 min video!  It's part of FYI's Sticky Faith project, 
that revealed high school students do better, in their faith and overall adjustment, 
when they are better prepared for what lies ahead.  I'm not sure that was 'new 
revelation', but I certainly agree with them!  (click here) 
 

Noted youth ministry author and speaker Jonathan McKee and his 17-year-old 
son Alec got an opportunity to share with a group of students about the effects of 
bullying.  Enjoy a little bit of humor and "heart" as they share steps teenagers can 
take to truly make a difference in the lives of others.  You can listen to the entire 
Feb. 12th podcast here.  You can also check out my posting and linked articles on 

Cyber Bullying- Sticks & Stones. 
 
SHARED PERSPECTIVES ABOUT THE KONY CAMPAIGN    
To say the past few weeks have been a whirlwind for those associated with Invisible 
Children's Kony 2012 Campaign would be a gross understatement.  Amid the viral spread of 
the video on the world wide web, the emotional and outraged response during the Ugandan 
showing, and culminating with the arrest of Invisible Children co-founder Jason Russell, 
the controversy continues to swirl across the globe.  I don't want to initiate a bash, nor a 
support Kony 2012 group here, but to simply offer a few perspectives on the phenomenon 
known as Kony.  So here's a few responses starting with a teen perspective, a possible 
Christian response, and a multi-dimensional look from MSNBC's CHris Hayes.  You can 
also check out Dare2Share's student devo- Kony and the Devil.  

 
COLLEGE LIFE: WHAT THE CLASS OF '16 COULD EXPECT    
A good (although not ground-breaking) glimpse into what youth, and parents, can 
prepare ahead for graduation day & beyond.  One thing to note is that the current 
sexual activity stats in the states are slightly higher than those (at least recorded) 
in Canada.  But the 'general rule-of-thumb' is that whatever the stats say in the 
US, Canadian stats are usually within 10% give-or-take.  Read here 
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TEENS ATTITUDE ABOUT DRINKING   
Alcohol and binge drinking have, and still do play a major role in the cultural 
perception portrayed in film, music and media.  Teens have a greater access 
of influence than ever before, and even with all the negative stats re: the 
abuse of alcohol, is it much of a positive influence in teenager behavior? 
 David R. Smith's article sheds some light on the attitude many teens have 
about alcohol. 
 

TEENS & THE TRUTH: ARE PARENTS PART OF THE PROBLEM?   
It's a sad reality that teens struggle to tell the truth in many situations, but you may (or not) be 
surprised as to the source conflicting with the quest for honesty.  In a recent survey conducted, 
98% of teens confessed to lying to their parents, but guess where many learned 
that mechanism?  You can read the full survey and article from the Youth Culture Window here.  
 

TEENS SEE, TEENS DO   
'Monkey see, monkey do'...a childhood adage describing the impressionable 
nature of one easily influenced.  Today's teens face enormous pressure to fit 
in and conform to the cultural around them.  Take that aspect, and add in 
the natural curiosity and desire teens have to mimic things they see, hear 
and experience in culture, and you've got some potential issues.  Austin 
McCann blogs about the copy-cat stunts some teens are doing after watching 
Project X. 
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