
THE ‘BACK’ SHELF 
 

                             Sticky Faith: Everyday Ideas to Build Lasting Faith in Your Kids- Kara Powell    

                             Through personal, real-world experiences of research and sharing, Sticky Faith presents    

                             powerful strategies and practical ideas to help parents encourage their children's spiritual  

                             growth, enabling them to develop a faith that sticks. In Sticky Faith, the FYI research  

                             team presents parents and youth workers with both a theological and philosophical  

                             framework, as well as relationship and programming ideas to develop faith that lasts well  

                             beyond the youth group.   There's 3 different book versions: one for parents, youth  

                             workers, and students...and a DVD curriculum study for parents. 

 

The Emerging Millennials- Reginald Bibby    

Okay...so there's no warm, fuzzies or clever plot twists in this book.  No one gets shot, 

chased, or romanced.  Finally the much-anticipated results for what youth and younger 

adults in Canada are thinking re: church, religion and the Christian faith. Now Canadian 

youth workers don’t have to rely solely on US stats!  The research stems from Bibby's 

2008 Project Canada survey, in which his interviews of 5,500+ teens reveals some 

important, if not surprising positive findings about our younger generation. "The evidence 

points to the fact that things are looking better, not worse, for teenagers and their parents, 

and, consequently, for the rest of us, as well." (excerpt from Bibby).  There's even this 

sweet little five page synopsis if you're time-strapped! 

 
 

                              I Really Want to Change, So Help Me God- James MacDonald   

                              I started listening to James MacDonald podcasts by accident one day, and I'm so glad I  

                              stumbled upon him!  MacDonald is a very biblical, relevant and practical  

                              teacher/communicator, and his newest book addresses a fundamental question we all  

                              ask- "How can I change what needs to be changed in my life?"  Please know upfront this  

                              is not a self-help book, nor is it a firing squad taking aim at life habits/patterns that need  

                              change in your life...but leave you with unrealistic 'how-to's.'   

                               This is a biblical approach to identify the character and spiritual dynamics all Christ-

followers should be walking in, and if changes are necessary (which I think they are in all our lives), 

outlines the part God is reponsible for...as well as our part in the process.  It's not just about declaring a 

promise to change, it's about giving God permission to bring the lasting change for a healthy life that only 

God can bring about. 

 

The Shallows: What the Internet is Doing to Our Brains- Nicholas Carr 

I haven't read the book yet, but am intrigued to do so after reading the review from a 

fellow youth ministry collegue in Surrey, BC.  The internet has certainly changed 

things...well pretty much everything actually!  It also has changed the way we learn, how 

we socialize, and how we connect.  I can certainly relate to the notion that the internet, 

although providing the world with tech opportunities never possible in the previous 

generation, has complicated life like never before. 
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                                 Somewhere More Holy : Stories from a Bewildered Father, Stumbling Husband,                            

                                 Reluctant Handyman, and Prodigal Son- Tony Woodlief 

                                 After reading a few reviews, this book is definitely on my 'next-to-read' list, even with   

                                 the exhaustively long sub-title!   Author Tony Woodlief invites us on his, and his  

                                 family's' journey of the ups and downs they have experienced, as we 'visit' different  

                                 rooms of his house.  Much of his story revolves around the death of his three-year-old  

                                 daughter to cancer and the role it played in his faith journey.  His personal struggles  

                                 are revealed in emotionally authentic ways that appear to be similar to the manner in  

                                 which William P. Young revealed his inner struggles to us in The Shack.       

                                  

Woodlief walks us from 'room to room', and illustrates the struggles related to raising his children while 

striving to be a loving and faithful husband, despite his failures.  Like The Shack, Somewhere More 

Holy is predicated on wrestling through an understanding of God’s love and grace, whether we think we 

deserve it or not.  I would also offer that Woodlief's story has a stronger theological framework than 

Young's...in my opinion anyways! 

 

Media.Faith.Culture- Brett Ullman 

Brett Ullman has been a friend and colleague of mine for many years, and it's my pleasure 

to recommend his newest book, Media.Faith.Culture to you.  The book is based on his 

talk, of the same name, that Brett has presented to over 100,000 parents, students and 

youth leaders across North America.  Media.Faith.Culture focuses on the role of the 

Christian faith in a media saturated culture, challenging and encouraging us to bring our 

ancient faith into the modern world we live in. 
 

                                Pastor Dad- Mark Driscoll 

                               I'm a big supporter of the biblical notion that dads are to be the primary spiritual leaders  

                               within the home, and Driscoll does a good job explaining what the Bible says about  

                               how dads are to lead and guide their children. The world needs more men to rise up  

                               with the desire to see his children come to salvation and to be discipled...and not just  

                               rely on the moms to do it. 

                               Men also need to be challenged to help their kids find community in the local church,  

                               and to be surrounded by others that will love encourage them to be more like Christ.  

Pastor Dad will definitely do just that...in both an encouraging, but also challenging and informative 

manner.  It's is a great, simple read for any dad, mentor to men, or dad-to-be. You can download this free e-

book by simply clicking the Pastor Dad title at the top! 
 

Hand Me Another Brick: Timeless Lessons on Leadership- Charles R. Swindoll 

Everyone could use a mentor in the arena of leadership, and there likely aren't many out 

there with the track record of Chuck Swindoll.  Amy and I are currently reading through 

this, and I've been using the little summary study guide as a good resource.  Every leader, 

at one time or another, will encounter the difficult aspects that come along with 

leadership...discouragement, conflict, intimidation, failure, dissapointment...but it's how 

we face and handle these issues that determines our capacity for effective leadership, and 

overcoming our weaknesses. 

It's not the easiest read in the world for the casual reader, but very doable for anyone that 

wants to take a little extra time and dig deep into the leadership principles found in the 

book of Nehemiah.  For our journey in ministry leadership, this is a precious resource, and 

at just the right time!! 
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                                   Soul Searching: the Religious and Spiritual Lives of American teenagers-   

                                   Christian Smith and Melinda Lundquist Denton 

                                   Research for this 2007 book was conducted over a seven-year period by the National  

                                   Study of Youth and Religion. Featuring interviews with the book's authors, youth  

                                   pastors, and teenagers from around the country, this compelling documentary sheds  

                                   light on what these teenagers really think about God and religion, what their hopes  

                                   and aspirations are, and what the research says about the effects of religion in their  

                                   lives.   

 

                                   Although an American project, it really reflects the lives, attitudes, and experiences 

on both US and Canadian teens/families.  It's a must read as far as I'm concerned for an accurate look into 

youth and religion culture, and if you don't feel like reading through the 300+  pages, you can order 

the accompany DVD, which is a snapshot of the book...but with great music, interviews and insight. 
 

How to Talk so Kids will Listen...and Listen so Kids will Talk- Adele Faber and Elaine Mazlish 

Whether you're a parent, educator, speaker/communicator...or some kind of combination of all 

three...anyone who tries to communicate with children/teens fights the ever-increasing  

battle of maintaining attention from your 'audience'.  But how many of us communicate  

in ways that not only seeks to capture the attention of those we're targeting, but seeks to  

listen back? 

I've only read the preview copy, and some chapter excerpts from Kobo (my Samsung  

book app), but the principles I've seen within are excellent.  Try not to roll your eyes  

when you open it up and find cartoon examples of how to approach different situations  

with your kids (like the little happy and sad cartoon representing the 'right' and 'wrong' 

 ways to address/respond to situations!).  Outside of that, it's an excellent book that  

encourages us to listen carefully to our children, and avoid the temptation to only want  

to fix/solve their problems.   There's a lot of challenge in the book to make sure we validate the 

feelings of our kids, and encourage them to find their own solutions (of course there are appropriate 

time parents do need to 'step in'), but sometime adults need to listen more, without judging, and 

allow kids the often awkward opportunity of  figuring out their own solutions. 

Faber and Mazlish also wrote a 'sequel' that is geared for communicating to/with teenagers, and although I 

have not read that one yet, I'm sure it contains many of the same principles.  Check it out 
 

                                    Jesus Among Other Gods: Youth Edition- Ravi Zacharias and Kevin Johnston 

                                    Over the past couple years I've become a much bigger Ravi Zacharis fan than ever  

                                    before.  He is such a rich theologian and dynamic communicator.  In 2000, he wrote 

a                                  masterpiece apologetics book-Jesus Among Other Gods, and then followed that up  

                                    with the teen edition (with Kevin Johnson).  It's an outstanding and easy to read  

                                    resource for learning how to articulate our Christian faith...how Jesus stands out  

                                    among the other 'gods' of world religion, and what the central message of the gospel  

                                    really is.  Here's what the publishers website says about the book; 

                                       In this youth edition of Jesus Among Other Gods, Ravi Zacharias gives solid evidence as to  

                                         why we should choose Jesus Christ as THE God among all other gods. Zacharias contrasts 

the truth of Jesus with the founders of Islam, Hinduism, and Buddhism, providing strong descriptions of each faith 

and solid defenses for the cause of Christ. In addition to the religion comparisons, the book answers questions such 

as: What about all the hypocrites at church? How scientific is science? How can you best share what you believe? 

and Does the Bible teach reincarnation? You can never be too young to learn how to defend your faith . . . and this 

book will tell you exactly how to do just that." 
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